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Xavier’s to start inter-rus studies

SUBHANKAR
CHOWDHURY

New Town: St Xavier's Uni-
vergity will inctude intey-reli-
gious studies In its courses so
that students learn to respect
all religions, vice-chancel-
lor Father Felix Raj sald In
his convocation address on
Saturday.

“The climate that we have
in our country, of disturbance
and communal violence, St
Xavier's University has taken
the initiative of offering a
course on inter-rellglous stud-

That will be our focus this

r, 0 we can train students

he university with an in-
ter-religious outlook, so every
student who passes the portals
of St Xavier's will also go with
a greater appreciation of every
religlon in the world,” Father
Felix Raj said on the occasion
of the sixth convocation.

On Saturday, 844 students
recefved their degree certifi-
catesat the Biswa Bangla Con-
wvention Centre in New Town.

Govindasamy Viswana-

than, the chancellor and
founder of Vellore Insttute of
Technology, Tamil Nadu, who
was conferred a DLitt (Honorls
Causa), sald India was lagging
in gross enrolment ratio in
higher education and blamed
the poor state funding for it
*“'As a country, we are lag-
ging In higher education and,
particularly, the gross enrol-
ment ratio (GER). The gross
enrolment ratio is only 28
per cent. In all the developed
countrles, it varies from 60
per cent to 100 percent... This
means the government has to
spend alot on education which
has nol been done in the past
70-75 years. Even though com-
mittees after committees are
recommending that 6 per cent
of the GDPshould be spent on
education, we are hovering
around 3 per cent," he said.

“Unless the state govern-
ments and the Union govern-
mem spend more on educa-
tlon, the poor and the middle
class will not have access to
higher education.”

Viswanathan flagged con-
cerns about the rising inequal-
{ty in the country.

Viswanathan said in his
address: “We are the fifth
largest econamy of the world.
But when it comes to per cap-
ita Income... we rank 141 in
the world. If this has to be
curbed, higher education is
necegsary... There Is so much
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Fa Felix Raj, vice-chancellor of St Xavier’s University, presents a degree certificate to a student during the institute’s

convocation at the Biswa Bangla Convention Centre in New Town on Saturday. Pictures by Bishwarup Dutia

economic inequality in the
counfry. We have overtaken
Americain Inequality.”

“In America, the top 1 per
cent of the population owns 37
per cent wealth of the coun-
try.In India, the top 1 per cent
owns 50 per cent wealth of the
country.InIndia, thetop 10 per
cent of the population owns 80
per cent of the wealth which
may not be possible In many
parts of the worid. I hope the
government will understand.
The political parties must
come to understand the situ-
ation which will be leading to
poor becoming further poor.”

Meghalaya High Court
Chief Justice I.P. Mukerfi, who
graduated from St Xavier's
College in 1985, was the chiel
guest at the convocation.

Father Felix Raj later 1ald
Metro: “The country needs
inter-religions dlalogue so the
understanding among reli-
gtous people improves. There
should not be any hatred.
Every religion is good. All col-
leges and un!versities should
start samething like this. Oth-
erwise, religious tension will
continue and it wili divide the
country.”

“Apart [rom making stu-
dents academically sound,
we need to make them good
citizens who will go out with
the values of the Constitution,
secularism, and respect for the

religlons,” he said.
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