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New Town: 5t Xavier's Uni
versity has adopted five vil
lages around its New Town
conputs Lo promote education
mmong arginal bsed students.

Studonts of the universily
will visit the villages in groups
il teach local youths as part
of the nndergraduate corrien
lomm. Studenits from the vil-
lapes will attend classes al the
unversity every day,

Teaching  marpginalised
students will be a component
of all undergraduate courses
L arts, sciences and commerce
streams and the masters in so
cial wellure (MS3W) course of-
fered by the university. The
programime will take ofT when
the imiversity reopens after
this Puja vacation,

“All undergraduate stu
demts will have to spend 60
hours in the villages, for
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Adopt a village, teach a child

which they would eam two
credits,” Father Felix Raj, the
vice-chancellor of St Xavier's
University, said.

“Wehad adopled a sinilar
project at $t Xovier's Collepe
to promote education in vil
lages. It was vory successfinl.
The scheme that we have
planned for St Xavier's Dd-
vorsity has beon designed on
the smme model,” Felix Raj
said.

The University Grants
Commission g s loy
emphasis on students™ in
volvement insocial work, he
sald. “There must be a connect
between adocstional institg
tions and villages, Education
will be more meaningfil only
il 'we can estahlish this con
mect,” Felix Raj said

The fecus of the special
coaching will be an English
wnd mathematics.

“Many students from the

St Xavier's University,
New Town

riaral aress find it tough fo
manage their jobs as they do
not know English. Sound
lmowledge of English and
communication skills in the
langiage are essaitial & lotof

emphasis will be piven on m-
proving the students” commu-
nication skills in English to
help them do well in the job
market,” said the viee-chan
ollor.

Special attention will be
gven to mathematics asmany
studenits from margnalised
families who siundy science
subjects do not have access to
special coaching.

Fifty students of 5t
Xovier's University will fre
quent the five sdopted villapes
betwaen October 26 and No
vembsr 30 to conduct a survey
and examine the academic en
viromment. They will also find
out the manber of schools and
colleges in the localities and
the standard of edocation
there,

“Teaching materials will
be prepared using the facts
and Agures that our students
eollect in the survey,” said Fa-

ther Felix Raj.

The vsiversity held ameet -
ing with local panchayat lead
o1, represaitatives of the five
villages and heads mad teach-
e1's of local schools and col
Iepes onOctober 11

“We hope to be able to im-
plement the scheme success.
fudly,” said Father Felix Raj

Classrooms on the New
Town campus will remain
apeti to the village students
fir oy Spam (o 7 30 o firom Mo
dav to Fridoy and on Satur
days and Sundays.

The adopied villages are
Dharmatala Panchuria Part |
and [1, Knlberia Part [ and [1
and Kantha Berio. Wari, Paik
na and Haitishala villages will
be included in the following
phases, Felix Raj said.

Faculty members of the
university will also teach the
village youths along with the
university studenis



