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Kolkata: The impact of Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 on minority in-
stitutions is one of the issu-
es that will be discussed at
the two-day annual confe-
rence of Jesuit Higher Edu-
cation Association, South
Asia (JHEASA) that began
on Saturday at St Xavier's
College, Kolkata.

JHEASA secretary Fat-
her Joe Arun said, “The
NEP does not mention mi-
norities. We will deliberate
on the impact of NEP on mi-
nority institutions and dis-
cuss how we will prepare

Kourselves. We ;g Eg{a ’4‘%

has given and restructure
and reorganize ourselves,
Jesuit’s response will be sci-
entificand strategic.”
Article 80 of the Consti-
tution which upholds the
rights of the minorities will
alsofigure inthediscussion,
i lors and directors of colle-
ges, universities and busi-
ness schools had come toget-
her to discern what is the
nextdirectionin the current
political and cultural con-
text when there is polariza-
ﬂononthehnﬁofreligion.
The meeting also tou-
ched upon apprehensions
about 40 countries across

“Jesuit meet focuses on

The -day annual conferef

n

nce of Jesuit Higher Education Associ-
ation, South Asia began at St Xavier's College on Saturday i

the world going to the polls
this year and dangers of ma-
ny autocrats being elected
in democratic elections.
Wars between Russia and
Ukraine, and Israel and Pa-

~lestine also figured in the
discussions.

St Xavier's College Kol-
kata principal Fr Dominic
Savio highlighted several

that higher edu-
cation institutions face
ranging from issues related
to NEF repositioning of his-
tory, prioritizing of socio-
political issues and hind-
rance to pluralism in demo-
cracy. “Our concern is how
to look at them from the Je-
suit perspective so that our
education system is not af-
fected,” Savio said.

The meeting focused on
collaboration and networ-
king as the key to face chal-
lengesand respond to oppor-

__and thereisno impact.

tunities’ St Xavier’s Univer-
sity vice-chancellor Fr Felix
Raj feels that without net-
working and collaboration,
an institution stands alone

other institutions, you beco-
me stronger and your im-
pact is larger St Xavier's
University is a case study of
successful networking. We
arealso insisting on collabo-
ration and the NEP also
talks about it, both within
the country and outside the

taged institutions should
help less advantaged insti-
tutions with resources. Fr
Felix Raj was given the Ma-
gis Medal for his commit-
ment, dedication and hard
work in advancing the mis-
sionof Jesuit Higher Educa-
tion in South Asia.




