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GOLDEN

years in the

City of Joy

Celebrating 50 glorious years as a Fesuit in Kolkalta,
Father Felix Raj has seen the city transform for better
during his stint at St. Xavier’s College and University

wherein he led through his vision to serve the

community @ith education and other noble services

Father Felix Raj

PRABHAT KUMAR DATTA

quiz: Nume & Kotkatan
whuse T joarney (o
the city was inextricably
linked 1o Lord Ganesly,
who witnessed from close quar-
ters the visit of Pope John Paul Il to
Mother Teresa’s city and who wit-
nessed a President and a Prime Min-
1ster marking mulestones associated
with a celebrated institution
Answer: Father Felix Raj, the
founder Vice-Chancellor of St,
Xavier's University, Kolkata, who
is celebrating 50 remarkable years
of dedicated service as a Jesuit in
Kolkata
Ihis polden milestone com-
memorates his extraordinary jour-
ney marked by transformative
leadership, unwavering commit-
mentand pioneering achievements.
Father Felix Raj shared a remark-
able personal anecdote in Telegraph
on September 1, 2019, revealing
how Lord Ganesh’s divine mspira-
tion led him to embark on a bold
Journey to Kolkata in June 1973
Of these 50 golden years, 33
years were spent at St, Xavier's Col-
lege, Kolkata, in various capaci-
ties, seven at St, Xavier's University,
Koikata, and the remaining 10 on
Jesuit training in Chennai, Pune
and Delhi
Fr. Raj's illustrious career began
in 1984 as a Lecturer in Econom-

ics, laying the foundation for a leg-
acy that wouid inspire generatians
During his time as a lecturer, St.
Xavier's College celebrated its 125"
anniversary in 1985, with the then-
President of [udia, Giani Zail Singh,
gracing the occasion as the chief
uest

In 1986, Kolkata welcomed His
Holiness Pope John Paul [I, who
addressed the city’s populace on
St. Xavier's College grounds. Fr.
Raj skillfully oversaw security and
media arrangements for this his-
toric event,

[lis ascent to leadership com-
menced in 1997 as vice-pnncipal of
the prestigious Morning Commerce
department, a role he held with dis-
Linction for 12 years

In 1996, he was appointed Rec-
tor of St. Xavier’s College, serving for
s1x years, |Ie was the youngest Rec-
tor of this renowned college since
the independence of India. 11is sub-
sequent tenure as principal from
2009 onwards heraided a new era
of growth, aptly dubbed the “Second
Foundation” of St, Xavier's College,

[n 2010, in the very first year of
his principalship, Fr. Raj ushered in
the celebration of St. Xavier's Col-
lege's 150" anniversary, with the
then-Prime Minister of India, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, attending as the
chief guest.

Under Fr. Raj's visionary guid-
ance, St. Xavier’s College under-
wenl significant translormations
The iconic 100-ycar-old building
was renovated, expanding infra-
structure and facilities. The hostel
was relocated to BackBagan, and the
education department and library
transitioned seamlessly.

Fr. Raj also garnered funding
for an additivnal iloor un the hostel
huilding and instlled solar panels
on the terrace that generated 25KV
G clean energy with CSR funds.

Fr. Felix l{ai's pioneering “Cal-

“ This milestone is a testament to your
dedication and unwavering commitment
throughout your illustrious career. Your long
and inspiring leadership at St. Xavier’s has
been marked by zea! and passion, earning the

institutions a pride of place in the whole of India”

—~Mamata Banerjee (On Father Felix Raj’s
Golden Jubilee celebration as Jesuit)

The rowning achlevement of Fr. Rnd eorenr (1 the
founding of St. Xaviar's University, Kalkota, in 2077

lege to Village and Village to Col-
lege” initiative, launched in 2005
in South 24-Parganas, revolution-
ised the intersection of academia
and rural development. Founded
on the profound notion that “vil-
lages are temples of prosperity and
educalional institutions are temples

of wisdom,” this project bridged the
gap between the two, sparking trans-
formative change.

Known popularly as Prayas, or
the “One Rupee Revolution,” this
innovative endeavor relied on stu-
dents’ voluntary daily contributions
af just onc rupce. This modest yet

powerful gesture shifled educational
perspectives paradigmatically. Class
representatives spearheaded fund-
raising cfforts, (urging connections
between urban and rural youth,
They shared cxperiences, fostering
empathy and mutual understanding,

By empowering rural students
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through education and skill devel-
opment, Prayas cultivates collab-
orative growth between colleges
and villages. It promotes cultural
exchange, social responsibility and
holistic development. This multi-
faceted project yields far-reaching
henefits, demonstrating its potential
for nationwide replication

Fr. Raj’s commitment to aca-
demic excellence led to significant
expansion at St. Xavier’s College,
Kolkata, He established a PhD
department, fostering cutting-edge
research and scholarship, introduc-
ing new programmes and enhanc-
1ng the college’s academic diversity.
He expanded postgraduate courses,
providing students with a broader
range of specialisation.

In 2013, Fr. Raj's
expertise earned
him a notable
appointment as

- Fr. ;
Raj’s 50-

EM Bypass, enhancing educational
lilm production facilitics,

The crowning achicvement of
Fr. Raj’s career 1s founding St, Xavi-
er's University, Kolkata, in 2017,
inaugurated by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and LN, Mittal,
an alumnus

Through his lircless clforls, T'r,
Raj mobilised Rs 500 crore in invest-
ments, primarily through alumni
support, Today, St, Xavier's Uni-
versity, Kolkata, thrives with 4,200
students,

Building on this momentum, Fr.
Raj emphasises that an additional
Rs 300 crore is needed to complete
the carnpuss rematning Infrasteuc
ture projects, including an audite

rivm with 2,500 seat capacity,
Sy, cruciil for the wmiverse
ty’s continued growth.

On the occa-
sion of his golden

emember of [ yearjourney | hbjees sl
gal Education hasbeenmarked = Mamata Baner-
Commission by jee, the Hon'ble
the governor of hy numerous Chief Minister of
West Bengal, pro- accolades West Bengal, con-

viding him a four-
year term

Fr. Rajs 50-year
journey has been marked by
numerous accolades, including
the coveted Bangabhusan and Sik-
shaRatna awards in 2014 and 2016,
respectively, from the West Bengal
povernment,

These honors Leslify to his
unwavering commitment to edu-
cation and social service, inspiring
generations in Kolkata and beyond

In 2014, he inaugurated the
twin hostels in BackBagan build by
the donations of loyal alumni, and
launched St, Xavier's College Kol-
kata’s rural campus in Raghab

gratulated him, say-

ing: “Ihis milestone

is a testament to your

dedication and unwavering com-

mitment throughout your illustri-

ous career. Your long and inspiring

leadership at St, Xavier's has been

marked by zeal and passion, earn-

1ng the institutions a pride of place
in the whole of India”

The 150 strong Jesuns af the Kal-
kata Province will gather to cele-
brate Rev. Fr. Felix Raj’s jubilee on
November 15 at St. Xavier's Univer-
sity, Kolkata

The writer is Adjunct Professor
of Political Science and

Public Administration at Xavier

providing opportunities 10 700 stu-
dents. ‘The lollowing year, he relo-
cated EMMRC from Park Circus lo

Law School, St. Xavier’s
University, Kolkaia
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